Basic Tenets of Christianity
The Bodily Resurrection of Christ
1. Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on
which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to
you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he
appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the
brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then
he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one
abnormally born.
For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted
the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No,
I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. Whether, then, it is I or
they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed.
But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no
resurrection of the dead? (1 Corinthians 15:1-12 NIV)
2. Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, and
everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?” - John 11:25-26 NASB And
Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. (Luke 2:52 NIV)
3. Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins
would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these
things. (Luke 24:45-48 NASB)Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” (John 19:28 NIV)
4. But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
(1 Corinthians 15:20 NIV)
5. In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he was
taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After
his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He
appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. (Acts 1:1-3)
6. But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no
resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.
And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than that, we are
then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the
dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ
has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.
Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are
of all people most to be pitied. (1 Corinthians 15:12-19 NIV)
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